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Greater Manchester County Ecumenical Council

County Ecumenical Officer ' St. Peter’s House, The Precinct Centre,
Revd. John Gunstone Oxford Road,
Manchester M13 9GH

Phone: 061.- 273 - 5508

June 1977

FOR INFORMATION

The enclosed letter has been sent by the leaders of the Churches in
Greater Manchester to General Augusto Pinochet Ugarte, President of
Chile, supporting the work of Cardinal Monsignor Silva Henriquez for

missing prisoners and their families in the Republic,

JOHN GUNSTONE

County Ecumenical Officer



Greater Manchester County Ecumenical Council

County Ecumenical Officer
Revd. John Gunstone

St. Peter’s House, The Precinct Centre,

i ' . _ Oxford Road,
General Augusto Pinochet Ugarte, Manchester M13 9GH

President of the Republic, Phone: 061 - 273 - 5508
BEdificio Diego Portales,
SANTIAGO, Chile June 1977

Dear Sir,

As leaders of the Christian Churches in Greater Manchester, England, we
address the following to you in a spirit of love.

We have heard the apneal to the world issued from Santiago in June 1975
by the relatives of the missing prisoners of Chile in which "mothers, wives,
children, Brothers and sisters call on world public opinion...on all who are
capable of thought and feeling to join our cry and take whatever measures are
possible so that the Military Junta returns our relatives to ufy"

We know of the interrogation and detention centres, and of the ultimate
violence being perpetrated upon the dignity of the human| person therein.

We express our fullest support for Cardinal }onsignor Silva Henriquez
and the humanitarian work of the Catholic Vicariate of Solidarity for prisoners
and their families.

We urge you to spare no effort to end the anguish of the relatives of all
prisoners whose detention remains unacknowledged, including the six people with
British parents or grand-parents. ‘ )

In the name of oppressed and tortured human beings - children, women and
men - in whichever part of the world they may be, we urge you to end the suffering
and despair in your beautiful country - for us, "a far strip of country, narrow
but endlessly deep'. (Victor Jara)

_ As you State that your aim is to defend Christian civilisation, we permit
ourselves to remind you of the words of the Founder of Christianity:

"How blest are you who'ars in need; the Kingdom of God is yours.

"How blest are you who.now go hungry; your hunger shall be satisfied.

"How blest are you who weep now; you shall laugh, :

"How blest aresyou when men hate you, when they outlaw and insult you, and
ban your very name as infamous because of the Son of Man...

"But alas for you who are rich; you have had your time of happiness (Luke 6:20-24)

This is our understanding of Christianity, and so we urge you to heed our
appeal for mercy in this year which has been dedicated by the Roman Catholic
Church to Human Rights.

Yours,
‘;\,C(l_v{{ ’ Cj.’ PJ,
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za District of the Methodist Church
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His Holiness Pope Panl Vi; Secreitary-General of the UN, New York; Pregident
Carter, Washington D 03 Brscutive Secretary of the inter-imaricsn Commiszion
on Human Rights of the 0AS, Washingion D Cj Chairman of the UN Working Group
on Human Rights im Chile, Geneva; FPemmanent Representative of Chile at the UN
O0ffice at Geneva.

Cardinal Monsignor Silva Henriguez, Archbishop of Santiagoy Bishop Bermardine
Pinera, Secretary-General of the Chilesn Episcopsl Conference, Temuco, Chile;
Cristian Precht, Vicaris de 1a Solidaridsd, Santiago; 3ishop Hdelmut Frenz

(fomer permanent WCC represeniative im Santlago & former Luthersn represendative
on the Comité de Coopsracidn para la Paz), Hemburg; Archbishop Helder Lamara,
Recife, Bramil: World Couneil of Chmxches, Geneva.

LONION: 5 E The Cardinal Archbishop of Westminster: His Grace the Arnghbishop of
Gantertury: Lord Ramsay of Canterbary; the British Council of Chufehes;
Secpetary of State for Foreign & Commonweslth Affsirs; Lord Avelumy, Chalrman of
the All-Farty Parliamentary Human Rights Group; Fresident of dhe Chile Committee
for Humen Righta; Sscretary-General of Amnesty international; Cemmission for
Intemsational Peace and Jusiice of the Episcopal Conferente/ of England & Wales;
Catholic Institute for International Relations; Pax Chmigti Centre; Friends'
Peace and Intermational Relations Committes; United Nationg Asscciation of
Great Britain and Northern Ireland.

MEMBERS OF 1HE AULING GHILEAN JUNTA: Genersl Guatavo Leigh Guzman; Admiral Jose
Herino; General CBsar Mendoza Turan. MINISTER OF THE INTERIOR: General (8sar
Benavides. MINISTER OF JUSTICE: Sra MOnies Maderiegs Gutlerrez. KMINISTER FOR
FOREIGN AFFAIRS: Viesalmirante Patricio Camvajal Prado. PRESI IENT OF THE
SUPREME COUET: Sr José M Eyzaguirrs Eoleverris.

CHILEAK NEWSPAPERS: SANTLAGC: k1l Cronmdstat El Mercurio; La Tercera de la Hora.
VALPARALSO: La Eotrella. ANTOFAGASTA: Be Estreils del Norte. CONCEPUICH: Ls Cromicas
Disrio Color; Bl Sur. IQUIQUE; Lajkafrelle de Icuiques; Bl Tarapach. RANCAGUA:

Bl Ramceguinc. TALCAs La Mafwng. TEMUCO: Bl Diario Austral. TOGOPILLA: La Prensa.
VALDEVIAs El Coxreo de Valdivia,

CHILEAN MAGAZINES: Mensaje, (Jeauit Magazine); Hoy (Weekly General Interest
Magazine): Ei Teniente (Megazine of the Society of El Teniente Miners).,

RAIIO: Ascciacidn de Radledifusoras de Chile. TELEVISION: Televigidon Nacional de
Shile.

PROFESSIONAL/AND DCCUPATIONAL ASSOCIATIONS: Coleglo de Abogados {Bar Association);
Golegio de Administradores Pablioos (Asscoiation of Civil Servants); Colsgic

de Peripdisias {Association of Journalists): Colegic Medical de Chile {Chilean
Meaiosl Associztion); Seciedad de Fomento Fabril (Employers' Asseciation):

CoYegic de Tecnicos Asricolas y Practicos Agricolas {Association of Agricultural
Techniciens and Farmere).

CHILEAN BMBASSY OFFLCUIALS 1IN LONION: Minister {Charpé 3’ Affaires); Mioister
Secreterys Cultursl and Press Attache; Civil Attaché; Agent for
Arbitration between Chile and the Argentine Republic: H E Sr Jose
Miguel Barros.





